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Period Games Still Played Today
Parchisi is of Indian origin and apparently dates to at least the 16th century, possibly much earlier.1

The counting game marketed as mancala is of ancient African origin; “mancala” actually means any
counting game; the version popular today was originally called Wari.1

Backgammon is believed to have originated in Mesopotamia and is one of the most ancient game in
existence. Variants were known in Europe as early as the 11th century and soon became extremely
popular.2

Probably originating in India (although some theories suggest a Chinese game as the source), chess
arrived in the west during the 9th century. Major changes around 1475 (primarily in Italy and Spain) resulted
in the game as played today.3

Go originated in China, where it is referenced as early as the 4th century BCE. It was popular in Japan and
Korea by the 8th century CE.4
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